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Abstract
The “War on Terror” is the framework for much of the security debate in the United States these days. That
there is a threat of further catastrophic attacks like 9/11 is a given in the public discourse. That assumption is
also made for attacks with nuclear, biological, chemical or radiological weapons. As a consequence, there is a
vast new industry arising in the United States to combat this threat through both the Depart of Defense and the
new Department of Homeland Security. It is my contention that the threat is exaggerated, certainly when it
comes to the use of NBC weapons, and that much of the effort into which Congress is pumping tens of billions
of dollars is simply wasted.
The presentation will examine the character and scale of threat of terrorist use of nuclear, biological or
chemical weapons against US targets, both in the US and abroad. It will then examine US initiatives to counter
this threat, both diplomatic and military. Finally, the presentation will deal in detail with conventional and
nuclear weapons options for fighting NBC terrorism and assess the risks of current administration approaches.
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