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Chinese Nuclear Forces: AI/N3C, entanglement, and Risks of Nuclear Escalation

China’s limited nuclear-conventional entanglement has been driven more by necessity, technological
development, mission requirements, and maximization of flexibility and leverage of capabilities in
anticipation of US-China strategic rivalry and possible conflict scenarios. While specific Chinese
views on nuclear-conventional entanglement and Al-enable military capabilities are few and far
between, there is some consensus among the Chinese expert community that there is no clear
indication that nuclear armed states intend to apply Al or autonomous systems to their nuclear
weapons. Instead, AI will have a larger impact on nuclear deterrence architecture. In particular, the
Al-enabled systems in nuclear weapons could include a range of aspects, from early warning to C3
and decision-making, from weapon delivery systems to air and missile defense.

Chinese Perspectives on EDTs and Military Applications

The last revolutionary military development that changed the nature and character of war was the
onset of the nuclear age. With emerging and disruptive technologies (EDTs) increasingly becoming a
new field of military competition among great powers, serious questions have been raised about
whether the emergence of EDTs and their integration into military doctrines, procurement, training,
and operations will fundamentally change the ways modern warfare will be conducted, especially
whether they will undermine the relevance of nuclear deterrence. Will the application of EDTs lead
to a new revolution in military affairs? And how might this development affect the strategic stability
between potential nuclear adversaries? This lecture introduces Chinese perspectives on these critical
issues and focuses in particular their military applications in cyber and Al
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